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Diseourse Structure Extraction for Text Understanding

Satoshi Einoshita EKenjf Omo Teruhiko Ukita Shin'va Amano

R&D Centre. Toshiba Corp.

In this paper we discuss ihe function of discourse structure in text
understanding and present a andel for {ts understanding. Next we devize a
sethod for extracting the discourse structures of Japanese argugentative
articles. The eethod otilizes two Kind of information. One is the constraint
over the flow of thinking. which is described as prohibition on preference of
structures by wusing the rhetorical expressions in texts. The other Is the
linguistic clue such as topiec. type of sentence and so on.  Finally., we
evaluate the sethod by applying it to 2 Japanese articles. and show that 1t
can restriet the allowable discourse structures gore efficiently than the
method we presented before. without the knowledge shout the subject of the
1ext.
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