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Abstract: We are researching and developing a new group krowledge acquisition
gupport svstes GRAPE (GRoup knowledge Acquiring and Processing Environment), to
overcome knowledge abquisition bottleneck in building knowledge-based systems,
GRAFE has two functipns, i.e, an initial knowledge-base acquizition function and
a planning problem support function to solve a planning problem.  This paper
presents a desipn philosophy of the initial knowledge-base acquisition function
of GRAPE. The function supports the problem formalization steps and the knowl-
edge representation step of the knowledge-based system methodology from the par-
ticipants of given macro-decision problem,
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